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Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Achieving Militarily
Significant Benchmarks for a Sustainable Peace in Kosovo

January 31, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 1212 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2001, Public Law 106-398, I hereby submit
a report, prepared by my Administration,
on the progress made in achieving the mili-
tarily significant benchmarks for conditions
that would achieve a sustainable peace in
Kosovo and ultimately allow for the with-
drawal of the United States military pres-
ence in Kosovo.

The term “militarily significant” relates
to tasks and objectives significant from a
military standpoint that once accomplished,
would allow for withdrawal of military
forces from Kosovo. In the establishment
of the Kosovo benchmarks, four ecritical
tasks for NATO forces were identified:
military stability; public security; border/
boundary issues; and war crimes/support to

The President’s Radio Address
February 1, 2003

Good morning. Earlier this week, T re-
ported to the American people on the state
of our Union. I asked Congress to join me
in meeting the great challenges that con-
front our Nation with the courage and re-
solve our times require.

Working together, we'll strengthen our
economy and lay the foundation for sus-
tained growth so that every person who
wants to work can find a job. We will mod-
ernize Medicare to make sure that seniors
can choose the coverage that fits them best,
including coverage for prescription drugs.
We will reform America’s medical liability
system to cut down on excessive lawsuits
that are driving up the cost of health care.
We will make America less dependent on
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the International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia. Objectives for these
tasks were drawn from United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 1244, the NATO
Operations Plan, the Military Technical
Agreement, and the Kosovo Liberation
Army Undertaking.

I anticipate that Kosovo Force—and U.S.
participation in it—will gradually reduce in
size as public security conditions improve
and Kosovars assume increasing responsi-
bility for their own self-government.

GEORGE W. BuUsH

The White House,
January 31, 2003.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

foreign sources of energy by speeding up
development of pollution-free cars that run
on hydrogen. We will renew the hope of
welfare reform and support the faith-based
and community groups who bring hope and
healing to children who need mentors and
men and women who struggle with drug
addiction.

The qualities of courage and compassion
that we strive for in America also deter-
mine our conduct abroad. Across the world,
we are meeting the threat of terrorism to
make the world safer and confronting the
grave dangers posed by outlaw regimes. At
the same time, America can also make this
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